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“Destined to be HIS disciple — Determined to make disciples”
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The spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to released the oppressed —
Luke 4:18
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SCRIPTURE PORTION

WORSHIP IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

In the Old Testament, worship is the response of God’s people to God’s revelation of
His nature; and the full nature of God — His holiness — determines the character of

His people’s response. For example:

. Because God is almighty and perfect, worship must respect His holiness

. Because God is righteous and good, worship must face up to the problem of
human sin

. Because God is gracious and loving, the repentant worshipper can look for

God’s forgiveness and the promise of new life

The precise way in which these ideas relate to each other varies from one occasion of
worship to another, but all Old Testament worship begins with the recognition that
Yahweh is who He is, and that is, that His people are what they are — that He is holy
and that they are not.

The different places, types and aspects of Old Testament worship all celebrate the
many gracious in which God’s sinful people can be made fit to encounter His holy

presence and to experience His holy self.
PLACES OF WORSHIP

The modern Christian places of worship are simply buildings where people can meet
together. Their size, shape and location are determined more by social convenience
than by spiritual considerations. Christians can worship anywhere, and many groups

meet for worship in schools, public halls, and even the open air.

It was different in the Old Testament. Worship was offered only at specific place
where God had preciously revealed Himself in some tangible way. The people
assumed that God’s holiness could safely interact with the sinful world at that

particular place.

When Moses faced the burning bush, in Exodus 3:5-6, he immediately recognised
that it was a holy place where God could and should be worshipped. This never
became a regular place of worship because the bush was far from Israel; later
generations, however, had many similar places where they worshipped God because

He revealed Himself there to the leaders of Israel.




THE TABERNACLE AND THE ARK

Exodus 33:7-40:38 records how the Jews who escaped from Egypt worshipped God in
a special tent which they erected in the middle of their camp. They called this ‘the
tent of the Lord’s presence’ or ‘the tabernacle’. We usually associate the word
‘tabernacle’ with a fixed building, but it is the Biblical word for a moveable tent which
God filled with His presence, with a visible cloud of His glory. When the cloud
moved on, God’s people picked up the tabernacle and followed the cloud of glory.

The Old Testament contains detailed instructions for the tabernacle’s erection and
use. A central enclosure marked the holiest part, and this was surrounded by several
other enclosures until the boundary of the tabernacle area was reached. The priests’

tents were pitched just beyond this, and the people’s tents were erected beyond them.

Ezekiel 42:20 shows that this sort of arrangement was designed to separate that which
was Holy from that which was not, and to ensure that only those people who were

qualified could come into contact with the holiness of God’s presence.

The holiest part of the tabernacle, the ‘holy of holies’, contained ‘the ark of the
covenant’. This was a gold-covered, wooden box which contained the two tablets of
the Law, a pot of manna, and Aaron’s rod; we see this in Exodus 25:16, 21; 40:20;
Deuteronomy 10:1-5 and Hebrews 9:4-5.

The ark was the place in the tabernacle where God revealed His will — as in Exodus
25:22; 30:36; Leviticus 16:2; Joshua 7:6. The ark was always very closely identified
with God’s practical presence, for example, Numbers 10:35-36; Joshua 4:5, 13. Nobody
knows what happened to either the tabernacle of the ark. The tabernacle is not
mentioned after God’s people settled in Canaan. The ark, however is mentioned in
Joshua 3:1-5:1; Judges 20:18-28; 1 Samuel 4:1-7; 6:1-23 and 1 Kings 8:1-9. It was
installed in the Jerusalem temple by King Solomon, where it resided until
Nebuchadnezzar’s army ransacked Jerusalem. In New Testament times, the holy of

holies in the temple was left empty.

The ark and the tabernacle played an important part in the development of Old
Testament worship. They underlined the important truth that God was not tied to
one particular place; they showed that God’s power and presence could be known
only where Yahweh chose to reveal Himself; and they stressed that God could be
worshipped only They underlined the important truth that God was not tied to one
particular place; they showed that God’s power and presence could be known only
where Yahweh chose to reveal Himself; and they stressed that God could be

worshipped only where, and how, He Himself chose and directed.




TESTIMONY — GOD’S WISDOM

We praise the Lord for enabling Prakash to pass in his

Matriculation examinations.

Brief Introduction about Prakash:

Prakash comes from a Hindu backdrop, financially not very sound but is a very happy
family. He works part-time delivering milk pockets to every house at our neighbourhood to
support himself for his school education. He is very active in our church and plays a major
role in the youth group. He is very sincere and honest in whatever he is assigned to and is a

very cool guy with always a smile on his face.

Prakash’s success story:

In the beginning of his final year of school, he was not at all
interested in studies and was not even an average student.
He neglected attending our Tuition Centre as he always
found some work to engage himself in. His parents were very
much worried about it because they wanted him to finish his
final year schooling successfully. I counselled him on few

occasions insisting the importance of education and we also

kept praying for him that he would get interest in his studies.

My wife Victoria took special care of him and started teaching him the subjects daily that he
was very weak in and slowly Prakash got very much interested in studies and put his full
effort in all the subjects. He worked really hard and finally his had work has been paid off
through all our prayers. He has set an example to the other average students in our
community. He has come out with reasonable marks and will be soon pursuing his higher

education along with computer studies.



http://bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=James%201:%205;&version=45;
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accidentally. I was very much worried because I could not
afford to get a new rim. I kept praying to Jesus that He
would give me a new rim as soon as possible because my

school would be re-opened in the next few days and without

bicycle, I would really struggle. When I went to a bicycle

shop to fill air in my cycle tyres, the cycle shop owner

noticed the broken rim and replaced it with a new one free
of charge. I was so happy and praised JESUS at the cycle shop because I did not have to

spend anything for the new rim.




PRAISE REPORT - THE PLAY STATION PLAYS ITS ROLE

Play station has proved to be a successful project to reach out to the kids in our community

as few kids come regularly to play thus opening doors for us to share the gospel with them.

erful chance of counselling one of the boys at the play station as he kept

boys.

€z

e is Srinivasan (should be 13 or 14) from a Hindu family started coming to
and whenever he played he would create problems beating up other boys,
Is and doing all sorts of roguish things. The boys kept complaining to me
I had to counsel Srinivasan at regular intervals sharing about the values that
elop in himself in order to earn respect and good friendship with his fellow
er children. I also shared a lot of thirigs about Jesus, loving others and

accepting others as they are.

We kept praying for a change in him. In a few
days time, we could see a lot of changes in
him. He has stopped his ill-behaviour and has
started moving around in a much matured
way. The good news is, he is coming to our
church now and does not trouble anyone now
but stays cool and calm all the time. The
others boys could also feel the difference in
Srinivasan and they now play with him without

any fear. What a remarkable change this is!

We praise God for giving us so many fantastic
prospects to share the gospel with, in our
community. We thank all our friends, prayer
partners and well wishes for their constant

support in all our projects. PRAISE GOD!
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Lakshmi Narayanan - for a baby

Bernard - for the audio album to be compléted soon
Kannan - for his business
Kalai &Beulah - for marriage

Melinda - for her parents’ salvation
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