
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The Spirit of the Lord is on 

me, because he has anointed 

me to preach good news to the 

poor.  

 He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind,  

  to release the oppressedó ð 

Luke 4:18 



Scripture Portion 

Worship ² with confession 

Whenever we look closely at God and consider His purposes, we are bound to be 

drawn by Him first to a place of confession. Like the prophet in Isaiah 6:5, we 

appreciate the truth of our own sinfulness  only when we stare at God®s absolute 

holiness, the truth of our fickleness only when we face His faithfulness, the truth of 

our guilt only when we gaze at His grace, and so on. 

Of course, we worship God not only because of who He is, but also because of what 

He has done and is doing. The God of the Bible is the God who intervenes in history 

and breaks into human lives. He is the living God who speaks and saves, who heals 

and delivers, who judges, conquers and forgives. 

He is the God who acts as well as the God who He is, and His intrinsic goodness, 

faithfulness, justice, love, wisdom, patience and mercy are etched in mighty works 

throughout the whole Bible ² and in our lives. Whenever we consider the mighty 

deeds of God (the mercies which are mentioned in Romans 12:1) we should be drawn 

to worship him in spirit and truth.  

 

Worship ² Our first priority  

In Mark 12:28-34, Jesus crystallises all God®s commandments into two, and explains 

that loving the Lord, the only God, with every part of our being is the most  important 

divine commandment. If God is to be ¯the Lord® of our lives, worship must be our 

number one priority.  

Jesus then shows that God®s second requirement for our lives is serving others with 

the passion that we have for ourselves. This establishes two vital principles.  

¶ Worshipping God and serving others are closely linked in God®s purposes 

¶ Worshipping God comes first; serving others comes second 

 

 

 



According to Jesus, worship is God®s chief purpose for humanity; He has created us to 

worship and enjoy Him, and He has redeemed us to worship and enjoy Him. Service 

flows from worship, and is based in worship, but it is not a substitute for worship. We 

must take care that our godly activities do not become the enemy of our godly 

adoration. 

The Old Testament priests and Levites were set apart to serve God, and their ministry 

to Him took precedence over al other work. Ezekiel®s eschatological vision of the ­new 

temple® shows that the same principle will still apply at the end of time: Ezekiel 44:15 

prophesies that the priests will still be called essentially to approach God and to 

minister personally to Him.  This means we must make sure that we are not so busy 

serving others, and responding to their genuine needs, that we neglect to minister 

personally to God in praise and worship. 

Worship ² with sincerity  

True worship can come 

only from a sincere heart. 

Passages like psalm 24:4; 

50:8-23; 51:16-19; Pro15:8; 

21:27; Isa 1:11-20; 29:13; 

58:1-14; 66:1-4; Jeremiah 

6:20; 7:21-28; Hosea 8:11-

13; Amos 5:21-24; Micah 

6:6-8; & Mat 15:7-8 make 

it plain that God hates 

any hint of religious 

pretence. 

Instead, God is looking 

for practical actions in His 

worshippers, not for 

symbolic gestures, for 

inner purity, and not for 

outer ritual. Through the 

Psalms, God calls His 

people to approach Him with clean hands, a pure heart, a broken and contrite spirit. 

Hebrews 10:19-22 underlines that this possible only through the blood of Jesus.  


